Introduction to Ancient Greek
Unit Ol Ol

The history of the Greek alphabet
Learn some Greek letters!




The History of the Greek Alphabet

Understanding a little about the history of the
Greek alphabet helps explain why Greek writing
looks the way it does, and why our alphabet looks
the way it does, too.

In the eighth century B.C,, the Greeks began
adapting a Phoenician writing system to record
Greek.

The Greeks changed the system by dropping
consonants that they did not need and adding
characters for vowels (not recorded in Phoenician),
thus creating the world’s first true alphabet.




The History of the Greek Alphabet
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PROTO- EARLY LETTER NAMES
CANAANITE AND MEANINGS
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Without vowels, the opening

lines of the Odyssey look like

this in the Phoenician script:
“TIl m, Ms, f th mn f mn ws,
wh ws drvn fr jrns, ftr h hd

scked Trs scrd ctdl”

In a full alphabet with vowels

and consonants, the lines can

now be rendered like this:
“Tell me, Muse, of the man of
many ways, who was driven
far journeys, after he had
sacked Troy’s sacred citade
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The History of the Greek Alphabet

Each Greek community used a slightly different
version of the alphabet.

Each Greek community used the alphabet to record
only their local dialect.

Initially, there was no set standard for the direction
of script in general

* left to right, right to left, boustrophedon
(alternating the writing direction by each line)...

For centuries, different communities would use their
own sets of letters and versions of letters.



lonia Athens Corinth Argos Euboea Modern

alpha AA AA AA AA AA A«
B C B BB

gamma [ ) <C ry

delta A D D A 5

epsion KE RE FE Ee

digamma (N [N

zeta I I I ZC

eta BH H n

heta BH 8H 8H 8H

hea DROO BRO S0 RO SR0O

iota I I g I |

kappa K K K K K

lambda A 2 MA = 2

mu Mt™M MM MM MM

nu MN MN MN

xi = 3

omicron O

pi r

san

beta

koppa ?

rho PR

sigma 4

tau T T

upsilon VY YVY I’VY I’VY YVY

¢ o0 O O o0 Examples of different Greek
khi X X X X YV

YV YV v alphabets
omega Q




5th c. B.C. Law Code of Gortyn, Crete
written boustrophedon
(left to right and right to left alternate each line)




5th c. B.C. Law Code of Gortyn, Crete
written boustrophedon
(left to right and right to left alternate each line)

THIS EXAMPLE OF BOUSTROPHEDON TEXT WAS
AIQIIIATW HHT 507 YIJIADIMHIOH92 MHTTIAW
ARTICLE ON THIS OX TURNING METHOD OF

TUHIOVA VI TXAT HTIW 11AW A oOVISIHVOD
GREECE AND ELSEWHERE




The History of the Greek Alphabet

Classical Greek often specifically refers to writings from
the city of Athens during the 5th and 4th centuries B.C.

* In 403 B.C,, the city of Athens adopted spelling
reforms, and adopted the lonic Greek alphabet.

* Because of the influence of Attic Greek, the lonic
alphabet eventually became the standard starting
point for written Greek.

* Even older writing was rewritten using the lonic
alphabet.




The History of the Greek Alphabet

The upper case letters:

* In the Classical period, the alphabet survives solely
as an upper case alphabet. Most writing that
survives from this period are inscriptions on stone
or clay vessels.

* Even as people started writing more on papyrus
(on early type of paper made from the papyrus
reed), they initially still used upper case letters.



The History of the Greek Alphabet

sherd from Mt. Hymettos showing someone practicing
the alphabet, ca. 700 B.C.



The History of the Greek Alphabet

Kylix (drinking cup) from Athens decorated with the
alphabet, ca. 550 B.C.




The History of the Greek Alphabet

papyrus from Plato’s Politicus
POxy.LX 5107



The History of the Greek Alphabet

The lower case letters:

* As writing on papyrus, and later on paper, became
more common, scribes gradually changed the
letters to make them easier to write.

* This version of the alphabet became what we learn
as the lower case alphabet.

* Scribes retained the upper case forms for special
uses and decoration.
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The lower case letters
appear in the
hand-writing from
later manuscripts,
with upper case letters
for special uses.

manuscript of 2 John 1.1-4



THE ALPHABET OF CLASSICAL GREEK

Greek Equiva- Name of
Letter lent to Letter

Pronounced like the italicized
letter(s) in the English word:
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alpha
beta
gﬁ mina

delta
epsilon!
zeta

eta
theta
iota
kappa
lambda
mu

nu

X1
omicron
pi

rho
sigma-
tau
upsilon
phi

chi

psi

()I“ng

aha

better

gamble; before v, x. 1. €. ¥ = nasal-
ized n [or before u = gamble]

delete

edge

wisdom [or gadzooks]

air [or aim|

sweetheart |or author|

pizza [or « = pit; 1 = pizzal

candy

[antern

ImusIc

nuclear

taxi

orphan

pillow

rocky—rolled or trilled -r

signal; before B,v.8, u=z

tardy

French u [or v = foot; v = boot]

uphill [or telephone]

backhand |or German -cli]

tipsy

often [or open]

The
Classical Greek
alphabet
for the modern
printing press




“—’ ‘;‘}ﬁ [o\ur' 'Tﬂlmljnw-, y.,‘1 '}\I‘ taSat b [

| P v hye
n onunwo w9 hevly Imq 'ro:ouzom :

ouZmr. eL00 ww emw)\ny

yyy,

S S

Ao
OY Ayou ISANNOY E wigo-
7\\\ 0\"/‘""%

C’A"& 'nf%@ u:.hucnt lwgm
- Igtc TEKVOLC cwltc ) our- s,? yr.
-a-& w «M.&vq & ouK. E,)A NV@“MV&
Q 'mzwra'fr' of syyo&on'ir T &AW Sv,tow
'rm rwvxvm wnwr &HQQ‘NW A;-u
Cle T cw e - JEuu R G A% \<‘§lc e@-
dglwn,vr}a Feou w}@- < 'ﬂ"?a lwfwu -
HEOY \pisos o s rm}@ %,
q?m%ua, e qum E\&nv \ww 5 Al'
P u(m -ruw oou m{};nguum -
*Mi'ma, i Fuc s dylanlie RaCou&o ffr'{m

manuscript to modern

[QANNOY B

Salutation

{0, ﬂ';)((rﬁé*epm é/o\eKTﬁ kupla kal TOlS TEKVOLS
avis, ols éyw aymm év m\r]()aa kal oUK €yw ;101/05
dM\a kal TdvTes ol {}/lwl(oT(; ™Y (1/\0061(11/ 2 Sta ™y
a/\nﬁ(sz Y pemwmz' év 77;111' Kkal uf() nuav éoTal
els 1OV aldva.c 3 éoTal ;1(@ nuav xdpts €Xeos (lpr]l’l]
mapa Oeod matpds kal mapa ‘Inood XpioTod' ToD viov
ToD maTpds év dinbelq kal dydrm.b

Truth and Love

4 Eyxdpnv Mav 81t elpnka ék TOV TEKVwWY OOV TEPL
maTobvTas v d\nbela, rkabus évtoAny éldBoper mapa
100 maTpds. 5 kal viv épwTd o€, Kupla, ovy ws EVTOAY
kawnmy ypdwr ool d\a fiv elxouev dam’ dpxfs, va
dyam@duer ajlovs. 6 kal almn éotiv 1 dydmn, lva
TepLTaT@uey Katd Tas évTodds avtob: atrn 1 évToAn
éoty, kalws nNrovoate dm’ dpxfs, (va év avTi mepL-
matiTes 7 81t moMol mAdvor é&iAGov els TOV KOOHLOY,
ol 1 dporoyovvtes Inoodv XptoTov épyduevor év aapkl:
00Tés oy O mAdros kal & dvtixploTos.d 8 PAémeTe

13 {A} mopa 'Inoov Xprotov A B YW 048 0232 81 322 323 436 1067 1243
1409 1735 1739 1846 1852 [ 596 (it vg Xpiotob 'Inoov) vg™ cop* cth geo I
mapo. Kvpiov’ Inood Xprotod W2 33 945 1175 1844 2298 2344 2464 By [K L P]
Lect vg™s (vg™) syr®h-t cop®o: o™ arm slav | kvpiov 'Imcod Xpiotov W*
1292 1611 1881 2138 1 680 1 883 1 884 || 'Incob XpioTov 1505 it' (vg™*) Augustine

Cassiodorus

2 P: RSV TEV FC NIV Lu REB NRSV "3 P: TR WH AD NA M NIV VP REB NRSV <6 P: NA M
T'EV FC NIV REB NRSV / S: Seg VP Lu NJB TOB “7 P: Lu

1 &yo) ... adnbeiq 3Jn | 4 Exdpnyv ... dAn6ei¢ 3In 3 5 oly ... dpyijg 1Jn 2.7;
ayomduev ¢AAjAovg In 13.34: 1512, 17; 1n 3.11 6 obtn ... éviodds ovtol Jn 14
1Jn53 7 moAoi ... Kéopov Mt 7.15; 1 In 2.18: 4.1 oi ... avtiyprotog 1 In 4.3

printed edition




Printed editions
began as reproductions
of manuscripts,
so modern editions
generally retain this use of the
lower and upper case letters.

[QANNOY B

Salutation

1 O mpeoBiTepos éxAekTi kupla kal Tols TEKVOLS
avT ols éyw dyamd év dlnbelq, kal olk éyw povos
dMda kal TdvTes ol éyvwiéTes TN dAbetay, 2 Sid
d\iietay v pévovoav év Muiv kal ped’ Nudv éoTal
els Tov aldva.e 3 éotar ped’ nudv xdpis €leos elpnvn
mapd Beod matpos kal mapa ‘Inoot XpioTov' ToD viod
ToD maTpds év dinbelq kal dydrm.b

Truth and Love
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dyam@duer ajlovs. 6 kal almn éotiv 1 dydmn, lva
TepLTaT@uey Katd Tas évTodds avtob: atrn 1 évToAn
éoty, kalws nNrovoate dm’ dpxfs, (va év avTi mepL-
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The Spelling of Ancient Greek

An essential principle about the ancient Greek
alphabet: SPELL IT LIKE IT SOUNDS!

* All Greek communities spelled words the
way they pronounced them.

* If the pronunciation of a word changed over
time, so too did the spelling.



The Spelling of Ancient Greek

* Consider the verb “record” (reCORD) and
the noun “record” (RECord), which are
spelled alike but pronounced differently in
English.

* In Greek, such words would be spelled
according to their pronunciations:“rikord”
and “rekerd”



The Spelling of Ancient Greek

Imagine these examples in English:

* If anyone pronounced “going” as “gonna,’
they would spell it “gonna.”

* Homophones like “but” and “butt” would
both be spelled “but,” even though they have
different meanings.



The Spelling of Ancient Greek

Therefore, know with confidence that:
|. Each word is pronounced as it is spelled.
2. Each word can be spelled as it is pronounced.



The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

Now we start learning the Greek alphabet.
* |In English, the consonants tend to dominate
* In Greek, the vowels are more important.
So we start with the Greek vowels.




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

Vowels:
Greek has roughly the same five vowels as English:

PY a “ah”

* & “eh”
* L “ih”
* 0"0”
* LU’



The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

A & “alpha” =“ah” = A a




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

E € “epsilon” = *“eh” =E ¢




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

It “10ta” =“1h” =11




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

(Y

O o “omicron” =“0"=0 0




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

Y U “upsilon” ="“u"=Yy




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

(%)
-y
)
R
—t
.
t
=)

* o “ah” * & “aah”
® E “eh” ® r] y”

® L (‘ih” ® t “ee”

® O “O” ® w “Oh”

* LU’ * U ooh”

Like English, Greek has short and long versions of its vowels.




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

H T] “eta,, — Céay99 — E e

S~




The Greek Alphabet:

Vowels

QQ w “omega” =“oh”=0o0




The Greek Alphabet:

Two VYowels

Two vowels in a row:

Speakers of Ancient Greek did not like to pronounce two
different vowel sounds in a row.

If two vowels came together, they tended to:

e pronounce the two vowels as one (called a
diphthong, Greek for “double sound”).

e or contract the vowels into one vowel or
diphthong.

Specifically:
* Any vowel + L or U forms a diphthong.

* The vowels X, € and O contract with each other.




The Greek Alphabet:
Diphthongs

A vowel + L forms a diphthong:
* X+ L=0QL"eye”
* &+ L= KL “aah” usually written
c ge+L=¢l"ay”
° N+ L=nL"ay’ usually written
* 0Ot+L=0L"0y”
* W+ L=wL"“oh” usually written W

e D+ L=0L"wee”



The Greek Alphabet:
Diphthongs

A vowel + U forms a diphthong:
* X+ U=0OVL"“ow!”
* €+ UL =EL"eu”

e 0O+ =00U"0"



The Greek Alphabet:

Contracting Vowels

X, € and O + & contract:

* Xt o=
* e+ =n
* 0+t =W



The Greek Alphabet:

Contracting Vowels

X, € and O + € contract;

* Xt+E=X
* Et+E=EL
* O+tE=0UL



The Greek Alphabet:

Contracting Vowels

X, € and O + O contract;:
* X+0=Ww

* E+0=0V

* 0O+0=0UV



